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MINUTES. 


Saturday,  Nov.  9th,  1839. 

1.  According  to  appointment,  the  convention  held  its  sixteenth 
annual  meeting,  at  Oakmulgeo  Church.  Elder  J.  Hartwell 
preached  the  introductory  sermon,  from  Mat.  x.xv,  31.  "  His 
Lord  said  unto  him,  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant," 
&c. 

2.  The  President,  H.  Holcombe,  took  the  Chair,  and  the  Se- 
cretary, A.  J.  Holcombe,  recorded  the  proceedings. 

r3.  The  names  of  delegates  were  enrolled,  as  follows: 
Montgomery  Society — A.  B.  McWhorter,  W.  C.  Crane.  — -  ; 
Greenesborough  Fern.  Soc. — James  Gresham. 

Baptist  Church  at  Irwinton — W,  M.  Tryon,  Fred.  Porter. 

Oakmulgee  Church — A.  W.  Jackson,  A.  R-  Rembcrt,  R.  R. 
Nance,  M.  Dennis. 

Marion  Fern.  M.  Soe. — Letter  and  contribution. 

Grant's  Creek  Soc— J.  H.  De  Votie,  J.  C.Foster. 

Jones'  Creek  Church — Thomas  Bright. 

Other  Members  present. 
G.  F.  Heard,         M.  B.  Clement,        H.  Holcombe,      J.  Reeves, 
J  Hartwell,         J.  Cmwmrrmr,  O.  M.  Petlrson,  W  J  Callaway 

R.  P.  Lide,  Thomas  Chiles,        A.  J.  Holcombe,   W  B  Haralson-, 

David  Cole,      "     Sample  Orr,  W.  J.  Hale,  Leo.  Builer, 

F.  C.  Lowery,      N.  Haggard,  John  Dennis,      TDArmstrono 

J.  B.  Prestridge,     C.M.Cochran,        John  Corgill,         J.Anderson, 
P.  McAdams,        M.  C.  Curry,  G.  Goodc  J.  E.  Whittcn, 

L.H.Stone",  Rachel  Williams,     James  Cole,  J.A.Stone, 

C.  Crow,  D.  P.  Bestor,  A.  G.  McCraw,    Gioo.  Everett, 

JamesThompson,  James  Blakey,  J.  W.  W.  Crow,    G.  Huckabee, 

C.  Furguson,        Geo.  Hopper. 

(Ministers'  names  in  small  capitals.) 

4.  Elected  J.  Hartwell  President,  and  A.  J.  Holcombe,  Se- 
cretary. 

5.  Read  the  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

6.  Tho  Secretary  requested  that  an  Assistant  Secretary  should 
be  appointed.  On  motion,  therefore,  James  Gresham  was  ap- 
pointed. 4 

Called  for  correspondence — whereupon  the  following  brethren 
presented  their  credentials,  and  were  received: 

From  General  Association  of  Virginia,  J.  S.  Baker. 
Cahawba   Association,   C.  Crow,  J.  H.  De  Votie,  A.  G.  Mc- 
•Craw,  G.  Everett,  J.  C.  Foster,  D.  P.  Bestor. 

Soulh-tcestern  Convention — Thomas  Chiles,  D.  P.  Bestor. 
Canaan  Association  —  II.  Holcombe,  A    J.  Ilolcombo. 


Received  a  letter  by  the  hand  of  W.  M.  Tryon,  from  Georgia 
Convention.  • 

0.   Appointed  Committees,  as  follows: 

On  arrangement  of  Preaching,  Crow,  Everett,  McCraw. 

On  Agency,  McWhorter,  Tryon,  Do  Votie. 

Oo  Nomination,  Haralson,  Heard,  Jackson. 

On  Arrangement  of  Business,  H,  Holcombe,  McCraw,  Bestor, 
with  President  arfd  Secretary.  / 

On  History,  Bestor,  H.  Holcombe,  HartwcllV 

On  Education,  Heard,  Foster,  Clement.     

On  F.  Missions,  Crane,  Tryon,  Heard. 

On  D.  Missions,  Crnmpion,  Nance,  McCraw. 

On  S.  Schools,  De  Votie,  Crane,  Rcmbert. 

On  State  of  Religion,  Armstrong,  Everett,  Haralson. 

On  Temperance,  Cochran,  Reeves,  Callaway, 

/On  Finance,  Chiles,  McWhorter,  Haralson. 
/Adjourned  till  Monday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

9.  The  stand  was  occupied  on  the  Sabbath  by  W.  C.  Crane 
D.  P.  Bestor,  and  J.  S  Baker,  who  preached  to  a  lar<re,  orderly 
and  attentive  congregaiion. 

Monday,  Nov.  1  J. 

10.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  bv  J.  S.  Baker. 
Invited  visiting  brethren  to  take  seats  in  the  Convention. 

1 1.  The  report  cf  the  committee  on  arrangement  received  and 
adopted. 

12.  Tho  committee  on  ngem-v  reported  «»  follows: 
The  committee  on  Ageney  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they    have 

hud  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  from  the  want  of 
success  in  tho  labors  of  your  former  agents,  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  will  he  to  the  interest  of  the  convention,  to  dispense, 
for  the  present,  with  travelling  agents;  and  in  order  to  collect  the 
moneys  now  due  the  convention,  and  to  advance  its  general  inter- 
ests, we  recommend  the  appointment  of  local  agents  * 

Respectfully  submitted.  A.  B.  McYVHORTER,  Ch'n 

13.  Reports  of  agents  were  called  for.  H.  Holcombe  presen- 
ted his  report,  which  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  msi<>ry. 

A  j"  He|P°rf  f  Cr0fT"e?  on  Hi*t0'7  called  for.     On  motion  by 

tJn'J! \  .!'  fUrl  ,.°r  ,,me  Wns  «iven  snid  committee,  and  all 

documents  on  that  subject  referred  to  them 

anuiJon  ZTJ*^  C°mmiltCe  °"  N°mination  ™  '"•"•*. 

mi.tce  In  VmTncT6''8  "**  T  *?*"**  8nd  referred  t0  COm* 
17t  Ploceed^  to  the  election  of  other  officers,  which  resulted 

th^fofoth^o^.  WCre  aPP°inted'  Wh°3e  naraes  wiU  be  f0UDd  ™* 


5      . 

in  the  choice  of  H.  Holcombe  and  George  Kverett,  Vice  Presi- 
dents, D.  P.  Bcstor,  Treasurer,  and  J.  C.  Foster,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

18.  The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  Saturday  la,t 
on  Education,  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

19.  The  Standing  Committee,  or  Hoard  of  Education;  pre- 
sented their  annual  report,  which  was  received,  und  referred  to 
committee  on  Education.  On  motion,  D.  P.  Bestor  and  A.  G. 
McCraw  were  added  to  said  committee . 

Adjourned  till  1 1  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuejday,  Nov.  12. 

21.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Prayer  by  H.   Holcombe. 

22.  Received  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

23.  On  motion,  the  financial  committee  wns  authorised  to  scttlo 
with  the  representative  of  Thomas  Atkinson,  deceased;  also  with 
H.  Holcombe. 

24.  The  committee  en  Foreign  Missions  presented  their  report, 
which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted. 

Brother  President:  Your  committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  beg 
leave  to  Report — From  all  the  informal  ion  which  has  been  receiv- 
ed from  missionary  stations  under  the  charge  of  the  Baptist  Board 
of  Missions*  we  have  still  further  reason  to  believe,  that  the  cause 
of  Missions  is  the  cause  of  God.  To  the  eye  of  intelligence,  it 
has  never  been  a  problem,  whether  the  diffusion  of  gospel  light 
amoi'g  those  who  njicsitting.  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death, 
was  a  work  of  christian  benevolence,  sanctioned  by  divine  com- 
mand,'or  a  mere  expedient  of  human  arrogance. 

The  political  economist,  in  contemplating  only  the  elevation  of 
society,  in  intelligence  and  morals,  and  the  consequent  success  of 
civilized  communities,  in  attaining  wealth  and  honor,  has  decided 
that  no  scheme  ever  was  devised,  belter  calculated  t<»  promote 
every  temporal  interest  of  man,  than  the  christian  religion;  and 
certainly  no  christian  philosopher  can  differ  from  this  decision  of 
human  expediency?  But  the  absolute  good  effected  by  the  fecblo 
means  employ  cd  to  send  the  gospel  pure  and  perfect  to  every  dca- 
ture  on  the  habitable  globe,,  cheers  (he  heart  of  every  lover  of 
his  Savior's  image.  Every  eastern  breeze  that  wafts  a  message 
from  the  Land  of  Daikncss,  brings  the  joyous  intelligence  that 
some  soul  has  been  redeemed  from  the  power  of  sin,  and  transla- 
ted into  the  light  of  .God's  kingdom.  And  were  there  only  one 
soul  converted  from  heathenish  darkness,  that  one  conversion  were 
•  deserving  of  all  the  prayers  and  expenditure  of  time  and  money 
Let  a  few  statistic;:!  facts,  extracted  from  the  report  of  the  A. 
*  B.  B.  of  Missions,  suffice  in  this  brief  report.  "  Connected  with 
the  Board,  arc  sixty-six  stations,  and  twenty-nine  out-stations. 
The  number  of  missionaries  and  assistants,  is  one  hundred  and 
six;  native  printers  and  assistants,  eighty-five;  the  number  of 
churches,  forty-live,  embracing  two  thousand  members,  five  hun- 


drrd  and  seventy  of  whom  were  baptised  during  the  pn9t  year. 
There  ore  sixtv-elght  Sabbath  Schools,  containing  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  hundred  scholars.  Printing  has  been  executed  in  fourteen 
different  languages."  Are  not  such  results,  brought  about  by  the 
feeble  beginning  of  that  devoted  missionary,  Adoniram  Judson, 
when  providentially  thrown  upon  the  charity  of  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination, worthy  of  devout  gratitude  to  God;  and  shall  we, 
with  the  Macedonian  cry  ringing  in  our  ears,  coupled  with  the 
affecting  description  of  human  suffering,  together  with  the  pleas- 
ing intelligence  of  the  regeneration  of  benighted  idolaters,  be  ex- 
cited to  double  diligence  in  this  holy  cause? 

Much  yet  remains  to  he  done.  Four  hundred  millions  of  hu- 
man beings  are  still  destitute  of  a  knowledge  of  Christ  cruci- 
fied. 

"Shall  \vc,  whose  souls  are  lighted 

With  wisdom  from  on  high — 
Shall  we,  to  men  benighted, 

The  lamp  of  life  deny  ?" 

May  wo  not  hope,  that  the  year  to  come  will   find  us  doubling 
-   our  contributions,  and  exerting  our   influence    more  effectually 
than  ever  before! 

In  conclusion,  your   committee    would    recommend    that   the 
1  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer,  be  established  in  all  the  churches  of 
Jj  the  State.     They  would  also  present  to  the  notice  of  every  friend 
f  of  missions,  the  Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  as  worthy  of  the 
perusal  of  all  who  desire  intoMigenca  concerning  missionary  ope- 
rations; and  Malcom's  Travels  in  the  East,  as  containing  a  body 
of  intelligence  no  where  else  to  be  found   within  the  same  com- 
pass.— Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  CAREY  CRANE,  Ch'n. 
25.  The  committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  reported.     The  report 
was  received,  amended  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on   Sabbath  Schools  Report— That  we  most 
heartily  congratulate  this  convention,  and  christian  philanthropists 
generally,  on  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  Sabbath  School, 
as  an  instrument  of  moral  reform;  an  institution,  the  effect  of  which 
is  being  experienced   at  that  interesting  period  when  the  charac- 
ter is  formed.     The  Divine   Being   has  signally  blessed  it   in  in- 
spiring sentiments  of  youthful  piety.     The  peculiar  pleasure  and 
interest  which  the  compassionate    Savior   feels  in  it,  mav  bo  in- 
ferred   from  his  invitation—"  Suffer  little   children  to  come  unto 
me,  and  forbid  them  not."     How  can   we  more  properly  comply 
with  this  sacred  wish  of  our  Lord,   than  by  assembling  them  on 
his  holy  day,  and  teaching  them  his  word? 

The  Sabbath  School  secures  the  attendance  of  the  youn"  upon 
he  public  worship  of  God,  and  also  prevents  their  desecration  of 
the  holy  Sabbath. 

The  church  is  deeply  interested  in  the  presperity  of  this  inter- 


eating  institution:  those  intsructed  in  the  word  of  God,  by  this 
means  are  the  first  subjects  of  revivals;  and  a  largo  proportion  of 
the  young  ministers  of  the  American  Church,  received  their  first 
religious  impressions  in  this  nursery  of  tho  Church;  and  nearly 
all  of  our  missionaries  in  foreign  lands,  have  received  instruction 
in  Sabbath. Schools! 

We  hail  its  estnblishmtnt  and  progress  a9  a  fresh  token  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  millenial  day.  In  conclusion,  your  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  offer  Xbr  your  adoption,  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That   we  regard  the  Sabbatli  School,  as  one  among S 
the  most  important  religious  institutions  of  the  day. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  every  minister  in  Alabama, 
to*  use   his  influence   in  the  establishment  of  a  Sabbath  School  in  v 
his  congregation,  and  in  convenient  neighborhoods. 

26.  The  committee  on  Finance,  reported  that  they  had  examin- 
ed the  accounts  of  Elder  H.  Hnlcombe  for  the  past  year,  and 
found  the  convention  indebted  to  him  $134  66,  which  he  had  kind- 
ly relinquished.  The  same  committee  find  the  account  of  the 
late  Thomas  Atkinson,  as  follows: 

The  convention,  to  T.  Atkinson,  Dr.     $337  50 

"         by  cash  paid  by  H.  Holcombe,  Cr.       120  00 

Balance  due,  ...  -  217  50 

The  committee  further  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  re- 
port of  the  Treasurer,  with  the  vouchers,  and  find  it  correct. 

A.  B.  McWHORTER,  Ch'n. 

27.  Treasurer's  Account. 

The  following  report  commences  with  tho  balance  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  exhibited  in  the  printed  report  of  Nov.  1838.* 

Foreign  Missions. 

1838.  Balance  in  Treasury, $344  15 

Disbursements. 
Dec.  14,  To  A.  J.  Holcombe,  for  printing, 25  00 

1839.  March  9,  paid  for  current  money, 55  00 

"     17,  paid  A,  McClay,  for  B.  F.  Missions,     150  00 

230  00 


Now  in  Treasury, 114  15 

Domestic  Missions, 

1838.     In  Treasury  at  last  report, --      37  72 

Received  of  R.  S.  F.  Rosier,. 5  00 

*  It  will  be  observed,  that  this  report  extends  only  to  the  opening  of 
the  session  for  1839 ;  therefore,  it  does  not  embrace  any  funds  sent  up 
at  this  time. 


8 


* 


Disbursed. 
Dec.   14,  paid  A.  J.  Holcombo  for  priming,...-       10  00 
1839.     March  9,  paid  for  current  money, 22  72 

32  72 

Now  in  Treasury,.  — * 10  00 

*/  African  Mission.      t 

In  Treasury  at  last  report, 6  87,. 

Education  Fund.  /x 

In  Treasury  at  last  report, 681   85 

Disbursements. 
Dec.  5,  paid  A.  J.  Holcombe  for  printing  Rev. 

E.  Baptist's  sermon, - --       45  00 

Dec.  9,  paid  J.  L.  Dagg,  by  order  of  Board  of 

Education,  for  books, 150  00 

Dec.  14,  paid  A.  J.  Holcombe,  fir  printing, 25  00 

1839.     March  2,  J.  Ilartwell,  for  boarding  and  leaching 

L.  H.  Stone, I-  —  -       35  00 

March  9,  paid  for  Current  money, 37  01 

.  Oct.  19,  J.  Hartwell  for  L.  H.  Stone, 37  50 

X  "  "  37  50 

J  367  01      * 

Now  in  Treasury, __...."— ..—  .^— 314  84     ' 

Convention  Fund. 
In  Treasury  at  last  report,  omitting  $39  tickets,         7  23 

1838.  Disbursed. 

Nov.  19,  paid  for  blank  book, 1    12 

1839.  Mar.  9,  for  current  money, 6   11 

7  23 
At  nn  earlv  day,  the  Treasurer,  pursuant  to  instructions  in  the 
48th  section  of  last  year's  minutes,  exchanged  most  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi funds  for  current  money.  Although  the  convention  has 
sustained  great  loss  by  these  exchanges,  yet  they  were  effected,  as 
subsequent  events  show,  at  the  best  possible  time. 

The  nggregnte  amount  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  subject  to  or- 
der of  the  convention,  is  $445  86. 
rr  D.  P.  BESTOR,  Treasurer. 

/       28.  Report  on  Temperance. — Your  committee  on  Temperance 
v    beg  leave  to  Report — That,  they  have  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  are  convinced  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
every  intelligent  being  on  earth,  and  the  cause  should  receive  the 
attention  and  support  of  your  body. 

We  are  happy  to  say  the  cause  of  temperance  is  fast  advancing 


in  our  Stale,  and  we  hope,  by  the  untiring  efforts  of  its  votaries 
those  sinks  of  pollution,  grog-shops,  from  which  distress  nnd  im- 
mom  lily  proceed,  will  soon  be  burled  into  oblivion.  J3nt  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  intemperance  has  been  permitted  to  spread  its 
baleful  influence' over  society,  so  long  without  efficient  opposition. 

In  conclusion  we  would  recommend  the  following  resolution  . 

Resolved.  That  this  Convention  appoint  l  wo  or  more  delegates  to  meet  with 
the  Temperance  Convention  in  Tuscaloosa  on  th<:  lOlli  Die.  next. 

29.  A.  J.  Holcombe  moved  that  seven  delegates  he  appointed- 
which  passed — and  the  following  are  the  names  of  those  appoint- 
ed :  Rev.  D.  P.  Bestor,  Rev.  G.  F  Heard,  Rev.  J.  H.  UcVo- 
tie,  Rev.  M.  B.  Clement,  James  Gresham,  A.  J.  Holcomhc,  J. 
C.  Foster. 

30.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Ala- 
bama Institute  was  received — whereupon,  the  following  order  was 
adopted: 

31.  Whereas,  there  is  now  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  ihe  Trus- 
tees of  the  Alabama  Institute  of  Literature  and  Industry,  about  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  in  available  notes:  And  whereas,  tne  money  obtained  for  tuition  was  ex- 
pended in  the  pnymentoft'.achers,  it  follows  that  the  money  now  on  hand  was  ob- 
tained by  this  Convention  for  the  purposes  of  education.     Therefore, 

Ordered,  that  said  money,  as  it  is  collected,  lie  placed  lo  the  credit  of  the  Edu- 
cation Fund  of  this  Institution,  and  that  it  be  preserved  iuviolab!e»for  Education 
purposes,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  dono's,  unless  withdrawn  as  herein  speci- 
fied. 

Ordered,  secondly,  That  as  this  money  amounts  to  eleven  per  ceht.  on  the  ori- 
ginal donations,  I  hut  according  to  the  prudent  and  wise  recommendation  of  the 
Trustees,  the  sum  of  eleven  per  cent  he  paid  to  each  donor,  who  wishes  to  with- 
draw his  part  of  the  money  I'roni  the  Education  Fund,  and  who  applies  within 
one  y<:«ir  to  iti^  Vntn/iuiur,  with  siiflitfielit  voucher-  oi  testimonials,  that  the  mo- 
ney was  actually  paid  to  the  Agent  of  this  Convention. 

32.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  religion,  was 
received  nnd  laid  on  the  table.  On  motion,  i.  was  again  called 
up,  and  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
adopted,  viz; 

Your  committee  would  close  their  Report  by  recommending  that  a  day  of  Fast- 
ing and  Prayer  be  set  apart — when  '.he  Churches,  eafh  in  their  respective  places 
of  worship,  shall  humble  themselves  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  beseech  his  blessing 
upon  the  Church  universally- 

33.  Whereupon,  it  was  Uk.--oi.ved.  That  the  Second  Sabbath  i.i  April  next, 
beset  apart  as  a  day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer,  to  Almighty  God  for  a 
blessing  upon  the  church,  and  all  the  laudable  eiforls  of  His  people, lo  advai.ee  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  on  earth. 

34.  Resolve  I  ,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  will  individually  use  all 
prudent  means  to  induce  their  respective  Churches  to  become  auxiliary;  and  scud 
up  Delegates,  with  their  contributions  to  the  next  session  of  this  body. 

35.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  grant  the  request  «>f  (he  A.  D.  13ible  So- 
ciety, to  print  its  Minutes  in  connection  with  ihoso  ol  this  body. 

30.  Resooved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Couvontion  pass  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  funds  in  his  hnnds  for  that  Institution. 

37.  Uksoi.ved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  he  recommended  to  place  all  iho 
Beneficiaries  of  this  Convention,  until  olherw  ise  advised,  under  Uev.  J  Uaitwcll, 
for  instruction. 

38.  The  committee  on  History,  to  whom  the  Report  of  FF.  IIol- 
combc  was  referred,  recommend  the  fallowing  statistical  view  of 
the  Baptist  denomination  in  Alabama,  made  out  b^  him  as  a  high- 
ly important  document. 
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STATISTICAL  VIEW  OF  THE  BAPTISTS  iTTaLABAMA 


G  C 


Associations. 


2     2! 


1  *Flint  River,  2 A. 

2  Bethlehem,  . . . '. 

3  Cahawba, 

4  Alabama, ' 

5  Bethel, ..:...  P.  A. 

6  Muscle  Shoal, 

7  Ml.  Zion, ... A. 

8  Miuttahatcha,  7 A. 

9  *Shoal  Creek,  14...!... P.  A. 

10  Conecuh  River, P.  A. 

11  Mulberry, P.  A. 

12  Canaan, 

13  Coosa  River,- 

14  *Chocta\v, (a) 

15  Union, 

16  Tuscaloosa, 

17  *Taliishatcha,  2  ., *..(oj 


*.      18  Mud  Creek, A. 


; 


19  *Lib*rtv,  Chambers  co.l. 

20  Wills' Creek, p"  A 

21  Pilgrim's  Itest,  A 

22  'Columbus, 5 

23  Liberty,  Sumter  co 

21  *Liberty,  Madison  co.  4 

25  Bethel,  Coosa  en p  A 

26  Beulah,  2 A*. 

27  Ebenezer, A. 

28  Pea  River,  (c) A. 

Una>sociated  Churches, 

|Cp*  We  learn  that  there  are^ 
7  or  8  Churches,  principally  in  j 
Jackson  and  Russell  counties,  \. 
whose  numbers  we  have  not  as-  j 
certained— we  estimate  them  at  j 


1838 
183S 
1839 
183S 
1838 
183S 
1S38 
18381 
1S3S 
1S?S 
1839 
1839 
1839 
1838 
1838 
1838 

1839 

i 

1838 


1S39  . 
1 1839  . 
'ISSS  . 
rlS38  . 
!l83S  . 
1183!). 
'none' . 
'1838  . 
11838  . 


1S36 


1814. 

1816. 

1818. 

1319. 

1820. 

1820. 

1823. 

1825. 

1825. 

1825. 
.1827. 
.1833. 
.1833. 
.1334. 
.1834. 
.1834. 
.1831.. 
unk'n 
sup 

1825 
.1836.. 
.1836.. 

L1937_ 
.1838.. 
.1838.. 

1838.. 
.1838.. 

)838.. 

1838.. 

sUp. 

1833 


.21  ..81 


.34 

.22 
.23 

.23 
.23 

.11 
.11 

..7 


.20' 

•17| 
.12 

.11 

.111 

..5 

..6' 

..2' 


.23  .15 
.20  ..7 
.151.. 8 


p'd( 
325  ) 


$  sup-   I 

(  1 833  S 


.11 
11 
.16 
.20 
.23 


.7 
.5 
.8 
10 

10 


.12  ..6 


.10 
..6 


12  ..4 

i '.51773 


-11|. .3 

..7  ..3 
-.5.. 5 
.11  ..7 
.18  ..9 

10    .8 

.27  .12 


-.|.33 
-3396 
..319 

-21422 
-.  .71 
..216 
-1L.9 
.2!. 13 
.1.11 
.3.89 
.5151 
..  .61 
.5  202 
56 
93  i 
.3  380 
2  .83 


-.940 

2009 

2128 

1337 

..964 

1340 

.255 

.347 

..320 

..851 

..975 

..857 

-.851 

..464 

..585 

1368 

..980 


14  ..335 


12191 

.47! 
.19' 


.50 


.7,.. 4 


250 


.50 


1229 
.560 
550 
.368 
.330 
.277 
.180 
.334 
.912 

.250 

.935 


.250 


493  242  38  :«54  23590 
ters  %Vt  lAnri.?  Al^C!at;°ns'.  493  Ch^hes.  240  Ordained  Minis- 
B     li-  U'\l?   BaptizeJ-Total,  23,590.     The  increase  of 

J3apti5t>    1  believe,  has  been  unsurpassed  by  any  State  in  the  Union 

CoTo  X^X^i1-     The  fifil  Churd"  ™  constituted  onThe  2d 
aay  or  uclooer,  1808—31  years  a^o 

C\unZl  ,^r,„n«t?%,,",,Vif,R  tU,a  ?T.**  S  t,n"  hef,,re>  ■'«"«*«  **  part  of  the 
no m« J  of  Chi r,    -  ,    '!     !  <       lh°^«™  *■**  nmncUmtcIv  folio' v.  are  the 

divTaeOd"arn"lAD;.a'r0  Anti'°r  Kew  TcSt  A^ion-thcae  marked  P.  A.  «• 
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(«)  The  Choctaw  Association  was  constituted  as  abov»;  but  dinolved  in  1838 
Thr-'e  Associations  have  been  partly  funned  of  those  Churches,  mid  n»one«r 
them  retains  the  iiauw  uf  Clinelnw,  J  have  retained  the  d.iie  of  r|„,  f,Mnicr  r„,ltM\ 
tution,  nUliougli  it  WM  organised  in  ld.ld.  1  have  cmhrnccd  all  ihv  church*.,  of 
which  1  have  any  knowledge,  in  Sumter  county,  not  einbiaced.  in  the  Liberty 
Association. 

(b)  Al  the  last  meeting  of  this  body.  G  churches  went  (iff.  bemuse  the  Associa- 
tion  refused  to  declare  u  noy-fellowship  with  benevolent  insiitutions. 

(c)  This  Association  wim  first  organised  on  about  5  churches,  which  was  with* 
drawn  from  by  the  C'ltnl laliuocliits  Ki'ver  Association,  (now  dissolved)  on  Hccount 
of  some  of  their  ministers  denying  the  doctrine' of  iiiiiMnatiiin.  Mi. J.  F.  VVnison 
one  of  the  ministers,  seems  to  deny  the  charge;  but  iiiif.nmi  corics|xnideotshave 
given  im'nrmslion  that  it  is  a  fact.  This  huilv,  and  nerbups  some  other  chuirbcs 
scattered  through  this  region,  arc  Anti-.Missionniics,  and  from  all  that  we  can 
learn  from  correspondent-,  and  from  two  fummuuiriitieua  pub.i-bcd  in  the  '  Pri- 
mitive Baptist,"  we  shall  estimate  them  at  10  churches,  8  ministers,  and  the  to- 
tal number  of  members  at  250. 

Note, — The  Now  Test  or  Anti  parly  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  ibis  elate, 
will  be' found,  more  or  Iss.  in  almost  a'l  the  .Issocialiotis  And  Ihore  is  a  num- 
ber of  missionary  brethren,  scattered  through,  nearly,  or  quite  all  the  Anti  Asso- 
ciations. 

We  have  made  as  accurate  a  calculation,  as,  perhaps  could  bo  made  ondcr  ex- 
isting circumstances,  and  we  estimate  the  whole  number  of  the  New  Test  par- 
ty ai  6000  , 

H.   HOLCOMBr]. 
39.  The  committee  on  Education,  Report, that  from  documents 
forwarded  by  "the  Board  of  Education,  it  appears  thai  two  indivi- 
duals havo  received  aid  during  the   past  year,  and   various  others 
have  been  supplied  with  hooks,  cither  as  a  loan  or  n  donation. 
Your  committee  would  propose  the  following  resolutions: 
Is:.  Kesolved,  Thai  the  sum  of  one  bundled  dollars  be  expended  for   books, 
which,  together  wild  ib»ec  rrii  liand,  shall  be  loaned  or  presented  loom  minis* 
ters,  at  their  own  discretion. 

2.  Kesolved.  Thai  the  Board  of  ('duration  bo  instructed  to  receive  as  many, 
beneficiaries  as  can  be  maintained,  by  the  fundi)  in  band  for  ibis  object,  and  that 
lbs  Treasurer  bo  ordered  to  bold  said  funds  subject  tu  the  order  uf  the  Board. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Board  be  governed,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  by  the  Pillowing  BULLS 

1.  No  young  man  shall  be  received  as  a  beneficiary,  by  this  Guard,  who  shsll 
not,  after  having  been  approved  and  licensed  by  his  Church,  to  enter  the  Gospel 
ministry,  give  to  the  Board  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  been  called  of  Cod  to 
that  office. 

2.  In  admitting  a  beneficiary,  the  Church  by  which  he  is  recommended  shall 
be  urged  to  bear  a  part  of  his  expense, 

It.  Each  beneficiary  shall  lie  considered  bound  in  honor  to  refund  what  the 
Board  may  have  granted  him.  so  far  as  be  may  become  able  ill  afterlife. 

4.  It  sliall  lie  the  duty  of  each  beneficiary  to  pursue  the  course  of  study  which 
the  Coard  may  recommend. 

5.  Eacli  beneficiary  shall  bo  required,  at  least  once  in  each  half  year,  to  obtain 
from  his  teacher,  and  forward  to  ihe  Board  a  report  of  his  progress  in  study,  and 
of  his  gene'.al  conduct. 

40.  Whereas,  it  has  pleased  God,  in  ihe  dispensations  of  his 
wise  Providence  to  remove  from  earthly  toils,  our  much  beloved 
brother,  elder  Thomas  Atkinson,  who  has  been  an  indefatigable 
and  successful  laborer,  as  a  Domestic  Missionary  for  more  than 
two  years,  tinder  the  patronage  of  this  Convention.     Therefore, 

Kesolved,  That  while  we  would  be  submissive  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  wad^en. 
ly  deplore  the  loss  of  our  brother,  whom  wo  loved,  as  an  humble  follower  of  tha 
feovior,  and  a  useful  minister  of  his  word. 
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41.  The  committee  consisting  of  J.  A.  Hendon,  D.  P.  Bestor  and  M. 
B.  Clement,  appointed  last  year  to  settle  with  A.  G.  McCraw,  former 
Treasurer  of  tne  convention,  have  performed  the  duty  assigned   them 
and  Und  in  his  h  md;  S353  US,  belonging  to  the  Bible  Society,  and  $248 
00,  belonging  to  the  Education  fund;  all  which  is  subject  to  order. 

42.  On  motion,  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  was' laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

43.  Appointed  correspondent?,  viz.  VV  .  M.  Tryon  to  Georgia  Conven- 
tion— the  same  lo  write.  De  Voiie,  Clement,  Bestor  ami  H.  Holcombe. 
to  Mississippi  Convention — Clement  to  write.  VV.  H.  Holcombe  ana 
J.  Seal,  to  Tennessee  Convention— H.  Holcombe  to  write.  v  B.  S.  Fant 
to  Virginia  General  Association— McCraw  to  write.  Clement  and  Cal- 
laway, to  Cahawba  Association — Callaway  to  write.  "Peterson  and 
McCraw,  to  Canaan  Association — Everett  to  write.  Beslor.  De  Votie, 
Clement,  McCraw,  Armstrong,  Heard,  Foster,  Hart  well,  Callaway  and 
Greshain,  lo  South  Western  Convention — Bestor  to  write. 

44.  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  after  deducting  contingent  expen- 
ses, forward  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Convention,  the  funds  for 
Foreign  Missions. 

45.  Appointed  the  next  meeting  of  this  body  at  Greensborough,  on 
Saturday  belWe  the  second  Sabbath  in  November,  1840 — W.  M.  Tryon 
to  preach  the  Introductory  Sermon  ;  G.  F.  Hi  aid  his  alternate.  J.  H. 
Dc  Votie  to  preach  the  Missionary  Sermon;  J.  Hartwell  his  alternate. 

4G.  Ordeied,  That  the  Secretary  have  500  copies  of  the  minutes 
printed ;  that  he  receive  $30  ibr  his  services,  and  draw  'upon  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  funds  necessary  to  defray  expense  of  printing. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

Benediction  and  Prayer  by  the  President. 

,    T  TI  J-  HARTWELL,   President. 

A.  J.  Holcombe,  Rec.  Secretary.  —   —    — _ 
•  <  "  ■      ■    —  --  - 

Officers  of  the  Convention. 

JESSE  HARTWELL,  President. 

£?2SSS  I  V-  Presidents        James  Gbesham,  Assistant  Sec. 
VE°-  kVERErr>  >  J-  c-  Foster,  Cor.  Sec. 

A.  J.  Holcombe,  Rec.  Sec.  D.  P.  Bestor,  Treasurer. 

Directors.— E.  D.  King.  L.  Y.  Tarrant.  J.  L.  Goree,  L.  Goree,  R.  R. 
Nance,  George  Hopper,  S.  J.  Larkin,  M.  Dennis,  F.  C.  Lowerv. 

Trustees.-!*  J.  Groom,  J.  A.  Hendon,  W.  T.  Hendon,  Gray  Huck- 
abee,  J  Shivers,  H.  Tinker,  Win.  Hait,  D.  P.  Bestor,  W.D.  Baldwin, 
David  Stephens,  Green  Hendon.  J.  H.  Croom,  J.  L.  6'  ree 

#oa_d  oj  Education.-).  Hartwell,  J,  II.  De  Votie,  VV.  C.  Crane, 
D.  P.  Beslor,  A.  G.  McCraw.  ' 

rp^/1gc"(f-J--Hartw-cll;  H.  Holcombe,  J.  H.  De  Votie,  W.  C. 
Crane,  M.  B.  Clement,  W.  M.  Tryon,  D.  P.  Bestor,  VV.  J.  Callaway. 
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or 
THE  THIRD  ANNIVERSARY 
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THE  ALABAMA  6APTJST  BIBLE  SOCIETY: 
Held  ut  Oakmulgee  Meeting  House,  Perry  couuty,  Nov.  11  &  12,'lgrfl. 

November  11th,  1839. 

1.  The  A.  B.  B.  Society  met  according  to  previous  appointment,  nt  3 
o'clock,  P.  M.  H.  Holcombe,  Vice  President,  was  called  to  the  clinir, 
and  A.  J.  Holcombe,  former  Secretary,  recorded  the  proceedings. 

2.  The  names  of  members  present  were  recorded  us  follows,  viz: 
Auxiliaries.  Delegates. 

Grant's  Creek  So.  J.  C.  Foster,  J.  H.  Dc  Votic. 

Canaan  So.  H.  Holcombe. 

Irwinton  Church,  W.  M.  Tryon,  F.  Porter. 

Jones'  Creek  Church,  Thomas  Bright. 

Oakmulgee  Church,  A.  W.  Jackson,  A.  R.   Rcmbert,  R.  It. 

Nance,  M.  Dennis. 

Other  Members,  Annual  Contributors. 
W.  C.  Crane,  A.  C.  McCraw,  D.  P.  Bestor,  H.  Holcombe,  Thomas 
Chiles,  J.  Crumpton,  A.  J.  Holcombe,  George  Everett,  T.  D.  Armstrong,  , 
J.  Denni«,  J.  Hartwell,  R.  Milton,  James  Gresbam,  C.  Crow. 

3.  Proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  whose  names  will  appear  on 
the  last  page.  / 

4.  Appointed  J.  H.  De  Votie,  W.  C.  Crane  and  W.  M.  Tryon,  a 
committee  on  the  nomination  of  other  officers. 

5.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  was  received,  and  amended  by  striking 
out  so  much  ns  related  to  a  corrected  or  complete  translation  of  the 
English  Bible,  and  adopted. 

Jonesborough,  Nor.  4,  1839. 

Brother  President:  Through  the  indulgence  of  a  kind  Providence, 
we  are  permitted  to  hail  the  approach  of  the  third  anniversary  of  the 
Alabama  Baptist  Bible  Society. 

It  will  be  expected  that  your  Secretary  will  lay  before  the  Society, 
such  items  oi  intelligence,  as  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  will  be  of 
geneial  interest  to  the  christian  public,  so  far  as  the  objects  of  the  Soci- 
ety are  concerned,  particularly  to  the  Baptist  denomination  in  our  ov  n 
State. 

We  regret  the  manifest  decline  of  zeal  among  our  brethren  in  this 
country,  in  promoting  the  objects  of  this  institution ,  yet  it  is  presumab  r 
this  declension  is  dependent,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  pecunary  em- 
barrassment which  every  where  prevail?. 

But  notwithstanding  this,  and  other  obstacles  calculated  to  hinder 
-successful  operations  in  the  Bible  cause,  we  still  have  cause  to  rejoice 
that  the  A.&  F.  B.  So'y,  is  doing  much  to  enlighten  the  world— to  furnish 
the  perishing  millions  of  the  earth  with  the  rich  treasure  of  God's  word. 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  that  Society,  shews  that  the  amount 
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of  funds  received  into  tho  Treasury  within  one  year,  ending  on  the  20th 
April  last,  was  forty-three   thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three 
dollars,  an;l  eighty  emits;.-  and  within  three  months  thereafter,    $11,191 
27  mote  was  received,  making  a  little  above  855,000  within  15  months. 
As  the  result  of  tha  labors  ol*  that  Society,  the  following  extiact  u  ta- 
ken from  their  second  annual  report,  published  in.April  last : 
u Lan  guaz es  and  dialects  in  trhich  the  distribution,  printing,  or  trans- 
lation of  the  scriptures,  in  whole  or  in  part,  have  been,  or  are  now 
being  promoted  bi/  the  American  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
English  Bibh-- Lie-print  of  King  James'  version  of  1611;  35,000 
copies  of  New  Testaments  and  Bibles. 

German  Bibh— Luther's  version,  printed  and  circulated  by  Brother 
Orcken  of  Hamburg—  number  of  copies  not  known. 

Barman  Bible — Number  of  copies  not  known.  To  which  maybe 
added,  portions  of  the  Bible  prepared  in  the  Karen,  Chinese,  Siamese, 
Teloogco?,  Shyan,  Assamese,  Oriya, /Bengali,  Hindustani,  Sanscrit, 
Hindi'  Javanese,  Malay,-  Armenian,  Khasua,  Cingalese,  Cherokee, 
Shawancc,  Delaware,  Ozibway,  Creek,  Otoe  and  Choctaw  languages." 
Thus  it  appears,  that  that  infant  Society  has,  within  the  brief  space 
of  a  little  more  than  two  year.;,  furnished,  to  some  extent,  the  word  of 
life  to  vast  multitudes  of  idolaters  and  savages,  speaking  twenty-six 
different  languages  and  dialects. 

It  must  be  a  source  of  the  highest  gratification  to  every  lover  of  the 
Bible,  to  read  this  pleasing  intelligence.  It  must  cheer  the  heart  of 
,  every  devout  christian,  to  know  that  the  chains  of  darkness  which 
1  bound  like  fetters,  the  lives  of  so  many  immortal  beings,  have  been  bro- 
%.  ken,  and  that  they  now  enjoy  the  light  of  the  gospel.  He  who  has, 
l)  through  luve  to  God,  contributed  to  this  heavenly  work,  enjoys  a  rich 
a  reward,  in  contemplating  the  fact,  that  he  has  aided  as  a  weak  instru- 
r  ment,  in  sending  salvation  to  dying  men,  who  wer_c_going  down  to  ever- 
lasting ruin. 

Last  year,  it  appeared  that  the  Society  had  only  aided  in  furnishing 
the  scriptures  in  -even  languages.  How  encouraging,  then,  must  it  be, 
to  sec  the  field  of  operation  extended  almost  time-fold  within  one  year. 

A.  J.  HOLCOMBE,  Cor.  Sec. 

6.  Appointed  W.  C.  Crane  and  J.  C.  Foster,  a  committee  to  audit  the 
Treasurer's  account. 

7.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  received  and  adopted 
— the  names  of  managers  will  appear  with  th(  se  of  other  officers.  ' 

8.  The  auditing  com.  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  report  of  the 
former  Treasurer,  our  lamented  brother  R.  S.  Foster,  and  found  it  correct. 

9.  The  report,  as  made  out  by  J.  C.  Foster,  from  the  papers  of  the  late 
Treasurer,  at  the  request  of  the  board,  is  as  follows: 

Robert  S.  Foste)*,  in  account  icilh  the  Ala.  B.  B.  Society. 
1838.  Dr. 

To  balance  in  Treasury,  -  .  $652  00 

Rec'd  of  H.  W.  Middleton,  am't  oT his  sub.  to  A.  McClay,      30  00 

„     ,    „  Cr.  *  $682  00 

By  draft  on  \\  .  &  R.  Kelley,  N.York,  from  Ala.  St'e  B»k 

forwarded  to  W.  Colgate,  T.  A.  &  F.  B.  S.  $649  12 

Discount  and  premium,  -  -  -  -  32  88 


.. .  •    "        ;     • " ,     •  •  ■  $682  00 

Note.— For  the  receipt  of  the  above  by  W.  Colgate,  see  his  annual 
report  for  1S39.  '         J.  C.  F. 
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10.  On  motion,  J.  H.  De  Votie,  D.  P.  Bestor  and  T.  Chiles,  were  ap 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Treasurer 

Adjourned  to  half  past  9  A.  M.  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  12. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

11.  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  article  on  the  death  of 
Brother  Foster,  presented  the  following,  which  was  ad.  ptcd  ■ 

"In  the  mysterious  dispensation  of  tin*  Divine  Providence,  our  be- 
loved Brother  Robert  S.  Foster,  the  late  Treasurer  of  thU  Socirlv,  hr<? 
been  suddenly  removed  by  death.  In  his  decease,  this  institution  has  io 
deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  efficient  members  and  patrons,  and 
the  cause  of  benevolence  generally,  a  sincere  friend.  He  was  a  good 
man,  who  adorned  the  doctrines  of  God  our  Savior,  in  his  conduct  as  a 
christian.  He  died  in  the  full  assurance  of  that  faith  which  he  had  for 
many  years  professed,  and  adorned.  His  eulogy  is  best  pronounced  by 
recommending  his  virtues  and  piety,  as  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  the 
living." 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  authorised  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  due  proportion  of  funds  to  defray  the  expense  of 
printing. 

13.  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Greens-  * 
borough,  on  Friday  before  the  second  Sabbath  in  November,  1S40. 

14.  Resolved,  That  this  Society  rcqu<  st  permission  of  the  conven- 
tion, to  print  these  minutes  in  connection  with  those  of  that  body. 

15.  Ordered,  That  the  present  Tn-asurcr  make  out  his  report,  and 
furnish  the  Secretary  with  it,  for  publication  ;  and  that  alter  defraying 
expenses,  he  remit  the  funds  of  this  Society,  in  his  hands,  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  A-  &  F.  B.  Society. 

16.  Appointed  Elder  W.  M.  Tryon  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Soci- 
ety in  the  A.  &.  F   B.  Socitty,  at  Us  next  annual  session. 

Treasurer's  Report. 
A.  G.  McCraw,  in  account  with  the  A.  B.  B.  Society. 

Received  from  Irwinton  church,  subscription ;  to  Elder  A.  A.  McClay  for 
Burman  Bible,  second  instalment,  from  the  following  persons: 

Dr.  C.  Battle, $50  00 

Elder  VV.  M.  Tryon, 10  00 

T.  Kargill, 5  00 

Mrs.  Thompson, 5  00 

By  Elder  Tryon,  for  R.  C.  Shorter 10  00 

F.  Poi  ter, ! 5  00  . 

Williamson  Archer, 2  00 

From  Canaan  B.  B.  Society, 23  00 

Members  present, .' 13  00 

Oakmulgee  church. 29  25 

Thomas  Chiles,./. 2  50 

From  form?r  Treasurer  of  the  convention, 353  G8 

50S  43  -  i  v 
Paid  superintendant  for  minutes, 20  00 

S48S  43 
17.  Adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

1).  P.  BESTOR,  President. 
A.  J.  Holcombe,  Secretary. 


H.  HOLCOMBE, 

Jk  Hautwbll 
W.  K.  Thyon 


>N,  ) 


16 

Officers  of  the  Society. 

I  t.  P.  BESTOR,  President. 

A.  G.  McCraw,  Treasurer. 
V.  Presidents.     A.  J.  Holcombb,  Secretary. 
J.  H.  De  Votie,  Agent. 


Managers.-h  L.  Dagg,  J.  C.  Keeney,  E.  Prince,  W.  M.  Lacy,  J.  A. 

Hodges,  P.  Loud,  C.  Battle. 
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